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SESSION 
OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this 
session, you will 

know how… 

Common Core 

State Standards will 
be assessed 

 
SAUSD is preparing 
students to take the 
Smarter Balanced 

Assessment 

 

Parents can support 
their children at 

home 



STAR vs SBAC 

Paper and pencil Computer adaptive 
Multiple choice question 
types 

Broader range of question 
types 

Narrow depth of thinking 
required 

Emphasizes critical thinking, 
reasoning, and problem-
solving 

No re-test Students may retake the 
test once 

Took months for test 
scores to be returned 

Quick turnaround of results 

Grounded in antiquated 
standards “mile wide and 
an inch deep” 

Grounded in how learning 
progresses across grades 
and how college and career 
readiness emerge over time 

HOW IS THE NEW ASSESSMENT 

DIFFERENT? 



Require Critical Thinking and 
Written Responses 

Require Explanation of 
Problem Solving 

Enhanced By Technology 

EXAM COMPONENTS 

SmarterBalanced.org  

 



CST Math Question 

 

25 sq. units X   ?    = 875 square units 

 

a. 32 square units 

b. 25 square units  

c. 30 square units  

d. 35 square units 

 



Smarter Balanced Math Question 

 

 



STOP & THINK  

• What differences do you see in the way the 
question is asked? 

•  What skills are needed for students to 
successfully answer each of these 
questions? Discuss at your table. 



CST ELA Question 

 

 

Read the  following sentence from the text.  
 

“Project  Shelter wants artificial shells for the hermit crabs.”  
 
What is the best definition for the word artificial? 
 

a. real 
b. man-made 
c. fake 
d. authentic 
 
 
 



Smarter Balanced ELA Question 

 

 



STOP & THINK  

• What differences do you see in the way the 
question is asked? 

•  What skills are needed for students to 
successfully answer each of these 
questions? Discuss at your table. 



SMARTER BALANCED  
MATH PERFORMANCE TASK 

Multi-Step, Multi-Task Problem 

Analysis of text 

Use of technology 

Real-World Application 



SMARTER BALANCED 
 ELA PERFORMANCE TASK 



Smarter Balanced 
 ELA Performance Task 

Analysis of multi-media 



SMARTER BALANCED 
 ELA PERFORMANCE TASK 

Students read and analyze several texts 

Students gather evidence to write an opinion paper 



 

 

Let’s 
Practice! 



• Solve the problems 
• Be prepared to  
      explain your  
      thinking 
 

 



How is  
SAUSD 

supporting 
students? 

 
Units of Study 

Collaborative 
Conversations 

Complex Text 

SBAC Aligned 
Benchmarks 

Increasing 
Technology 

Answering 
with Evidence 

Common Core 
Shifts 

Classroom 
Shifts 



• Talk with your child everyday 
• Ask complex questions that require more 

than a yes and no answer 
• Ask your child to explain themselves 

using examples and reasons 
 

How can you help at home? 





IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

SmarterBalanced.org  

 

Pilot Test 

Preliminary Test 

Full Implementation 

Winter/Spring 2013 

Spring 2014 

2014-2015 
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